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Leo III. the necessary permission or faculty to remove the
Episcopal See of Ira Flavia to the new town of Compostella,
the discovery or invention must have taken place at least before
814, the year of the death of the emperor. Whatever may
have been the actual date of its first establishment, the mean
church with mud walls soon gave place to a noble cathedral,
which was finished by the year 874, consecrated in 899, and
destroyed by the Arabs under Almanzor nigh upon a hundred
years afterwards in 997- l

Santiago was as much a political as a religious institution.
When Cordova had been made a second Mecca by the astute
and liberal policy of Abdur Rahman, the Apostle was invented,
not only to lead Christian armies against the infidel, as a general,
but to attract Christian pilgrims, as a saint.2

In later times Clement VIII. (1603) jealous of the preten-
sions of the Spaniards as regards the Apostle, made some
alterations in the words of the Breviary, casting doubts upon
the entire story of his coming to Spain. But the vigorous
remonstrances of Philip III. induced the Pope to modify his
criticisms, and twenty years later the saint was restored by
Urban VIII. to his full ecclesiastical honours.3

Alfonso II. having died without issue in 842, Ramiro, son of
Bermudo the deacon, was chosen to succeed him. A rebellion,
as usual, immediately broke out against the newly-elected
monarch, but it was speedily put down ; and Nepociano and
Aldroito, the aspirants to the royal dignity, were deprived of
their eyesight, and immured in monasteries, according to pre-
cedent in such cases.4

first cathedral was built 874-899, destroyed in 997, and refounded by
Gelmirez (1096-1139). The bells, which had been carried away by Almanzor,
were hung up, reversed, as lamps in the Mezquita at Cordova till 1236, when St.
Ferdinand sent them back to Compostella on the shoulders of Moorish prisoners.
The present edifice was raised on the old site under Bishop Pelaez in 1078.

Santiago was made an Archbishopric some time between noo and 1130 ; and
Diego Gelmirez was the first archbishop.

2 The number of visitors to Compostella from the twelfth to the sixteenth
century was enormous.   The roads of Christendom were thronged with its pilgrims.
See Dante, Paradiso, xxv., 17.    The myriads of stars that traverse the firmament,
known to us as the Milky Way, are called in idiomatic Castilian El Camino de
Santiago.   In the single year 1434 no less than 2460 licences are said to have been
granted to pilgrims from England alone.    Rymer, O. , x. , xi.

3 Ford (1855), ii., 607; Masdeu, xiii., 322; Espafta Sagrada, xxx., 57, 58.

4 The tearing out of the eyes, or exoeulation seems to have been a common
Asturian punishment at this time ; and thieves as well as pretenders were sub-
jected to it by Ramiro ; but " wizards and fortune-tellers " met with a more terrible
fate at the hands of the king, by whom they were burned alive.   For Political
offences, Decalvation^ or scalping, was not uncommon, previous to seclusion or
imprisonment in a religious house.